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COUNT WITTF, is uTiqueBtlon-
ably thc foremost Russian
gtatesman since Peter the
Great. and the publication of

M| memoirn. which are -written with

cxtr8Prdir.ary vigor and frankneas, is

g jiterary event of the first importance.
H; has to h;s credit three noteworthy
aekierementa.tha buildir.p of a larjr»
-cvork of railways, the stabilization
t>' Ruasla'a financea by the introduction
.. ¦¦? gold standard of currency and

the aafOtiatiou of the Peace of Ports-
noatb after tha Russo-Japanese War.

The Kussian Bismarck

ffiitts may not mappropriateiy be
eallad the Rusaian Bismarck. The mod-

al development of Russia
UJ Jue raore to him than to any other

man. Like Bismarck, he wielded prac-
i antocxatic power under a ruler

«he placed implicit confidence in him.
i.r.l ;ust as Wilhelm II threw over

Bismarck, so Nicholas II discarded his
father's chief Minister, Witte.
There one point in which Witte's

rohcy ditlered radically from that of
rhe Iw Chancellor. The Russian
ftitesmsn employed his infiuence con-

sittantly or. the sicie of peace, beiieving:
tnst Ruasia's economic prosperity
tiouid be ruined by war on a Iarge
sc»!«. He bitterly attacks the irre-
sponsibie clique of adventurers who
pmuaded the Gzar to embark on a

policy 0I* &Ssrf^i\on in the ,Far East
U<j thareby broujtht on the Russo-Jap-
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aneae War, which, in turn. may he ron-
sidered a direct cause of the 1906 revo¬lution.
After Witte's death. in 1015, the C?.ar

made every effort to seeure posaeasiono< the memoirs. which were, however.
successfully concealed by the dead
statesman's famiiy. The ruler'a curi-
ONity is understandable, for the pictureof Nicholas drawn by Witte ia far
from flattering. The Csar ia repre-ronted as at once cruel, deceitful, in-
ccmpetent and vain.

Portrait of Nicholas
"I may observe here," writes Count

Witte, "that his ma^esty does not toler-
ate about hia peraon anybody he con-
sidera more intelligent than himself or
anybody with opinions differing from
those of the court camarilla.
"He is incapable of playing fair and

h* always seeka underhand means and
undcrground ways. He has a vcritable
passion for secret notes and methods.
Even at the most critical moments,Buch as the period which immediately
preceded the granting of the conatitu-
tion, his majesty did not relinquish hia
.Byzantine' habits. But, inaamuch aa
he does not posscsa the talents of
either Metternich or Talleyrand, he
usually lands in a mud puddle or in a
pooi of blood."'

This criticism is all the more bitingbecause it eomes from a man who is a
firm beHever in the monarchical prin-ciple of government. Count Witte does
not claim to be a liberal; he believes
in autocracy, but in strong, onlightened
and intelligent autocracy. He repeat-edly predicts that the amazing atupid-ity and lethargy of the Czar's regimewill end in a bloody catastrophe. As
he died in 1915, he must be givencredit for prophetic foresight.
After the crushing defeat of the

Russian military and naval forces in
the Far East Count Witte waa appoint-
ed chief plenipotentiary to negotiate
peace. The conference was held at
Portsmouth. Me., and President Roose¬
velt. as will be remembered, played a
prominent part in bringing the bel-
Hgerents together. Count Witte con¬
ducted the negotiations with skill: he
succeeded in securing peace without.
paying an Indemnity and without
ceding any Russian territory except the
southern half of the island of Saghalin.
The author was not favorably im-

^ressed by the knowledge of interna¬
tional affairs manifested by American
political leaders.
Impressions of American Statesmen
"I should like to observe," he aaya,

"that upon getting acquainted with
President Roosevelt and other Ameri¬
can statesmen I was struck by their
urnorance of international politics gen¬
erally and European political matters
in particular. I heard the most nalve,
to use a mild term, judgments regard-
ing European politics from someof the
most prominent American statesmen.
Here is one gem: 'There is no room in
Europe for Turkey, because it is a
Mosiem country, and it does not mat-
ter who gets its European possessiona.'
And another: 'Why not restore a strong
independent Poland? That would be!
both just and natural.'"
Upon returninjr to Russia Count

Witte found the country seething with
revolutionary activity. A general strike
tied up the country's railroads and in-
dustry, the peasants were rising in re-
volt and burning the country homes of
the landowners and many units of the
army were mutinous and di^affectcd.
Vested nominally with supreme

power and authority by the Czar, Witte'
attempted simultaneously to repress
diaorder and to put into practice cer¬
tain moderate reforms which, he felt,
were demanded by the situation. The
constitution promuigated by the Csar in
October, 1905, was largely written by
Witte. The author soon found, however,
that Nicholas and the courtiers who
surrounded him were incapable of fol¬
lowing any settled or consiatent policy.
Weak and cowardly in the hour of
danger. they became brutally reaction-
ary as soon as the troops gained the
upper hand and subdued the insurgent
movement. Witte resigned his office
in April, 1906, after securing from
French and British bankers a large
loan which made the. government finan-
cially independent of the Duma.
The author is as sharp as any revo-

lutionist in his criticism of Stolypin's
reactionary regime. Witte boaats that
he did not order any exeeutions in Pet-
rograd during the most acute period
of the revolution. His successor, Stoly-
pin, however, slaughtered people by
hundreds and thousands in a time of
supposed peace. "Capital punishment,"
Witte indignantly observes, "in fact,
has become an act of assassination by
the governmental authorities."
When Stolypln was finally murdered

by one of his own secret service
agents Witte remarks that he fell a

victim to his own system of espionage
and terror.

Canaes of Rusaian Collapae
Witte's Memoirs throw a powerful

searchlight upon the c&uses of Rus¬
sia's eollapse. Tha government, cf
Nicholas II and his courtiera could
have survived only in an utterly back-
ward Oriental or African couutry. The
Russo-Japanese War shook the Czar-
iat regime to its foundations; the
great war destroyed it entirely. And
there was nothing to take its place.
The propertied elements which might
have formed a stable democratic govern¬
ment were swept away by * small band
of resolute fanatics who impoied the
Soviet rule upon the great passive
masses of the Ru?«i*n people.

Witte, like Turgot before the French
Revolution, did every'-hing in his
power to avert* the impending catas¬

trophe. He repeatedly attempted to

persuade the Csar to take s ma stepj
toward iroproving the condition of the

P*e*ants and to enact at least a little
protective legislatiou for the factorv
workers. His warning, went unheed-
ed. and the Bolshevik revolution was
the result. Because the Cr.ar and the
Russian ruling class refu*«I to give
up anythingr in 1*06 th»y loat every¬thing in 1917.
M. tswolsky's work at once suppletnenta and criticizcs the Memoirs of

Count Witte. The author was Mlnis-
ter of Foreign Affairs of the Russian
Emp.re from 1906 until 1010, »nd sub-
sequently occupicd the post of Ambas
jsador to France. M. Iswolsky givesthe following description of Count
Witte:

Description of Count Witte
"The most striking points in his

personal appcarancc were his great.height and massive shoulders. He
atood half a head tailer than most
other men, even in Russia, where men
are generally of high stature, and his
whole frame suggested something that
might have been shaped by the rude
blowa of an ax. His features would
have had character were it not for a
malformation, almost a fracture, of
the'nqse, which gave him a certain re-
semblance to the portraits of Michao!
Angelo. His bearing was rough, and
apparently so by intention; perhaps hr
affected a brusque manner to hide the
embarrassment which he felt at court,
and in the high society of the capital
a milieu to which he never becamo
accustomed. But in spite of his rather
shabby appearance and the awkward-
ness of his manners he produced, on
the whole, a great impression of force
and originality."
Analyzing Witte's career, M. Iswol-

sky admits his great services, but
takes iasue with him on several points.
He feels that Witte's construction of
the Chinese Eastern Railway ultimately
brought on the clash between Russia
and Japan. He also disagrees with
Witte's theory that Russia's indus-
tries should be expanded and stimu-
lated by every possible means. The
author believes that this policy helped
to create in the cities a revolutionary
working class which conatituted a dia-
tinct menace to orderly government.

The Bjorkoe Treaty
Quite the liveliest posthumous dis¬

pute between Witte and Iswolsky grows
out of the interpretations placed upon
the Bjorkoe- treaty. This waa an
agreement imposed upon the weak-
minded Czar by the Kaiaer in 1905,
providing for an offensive and de-
fensive alliance among Russia, Ger¬
many and France. Witte insists that
this treaty, concluded without the
knowledge of the French Foreign Of¬
fice. constituted a deliberate act of
treachery to France and an actual of¬
fensive and defenaive alliance between
Russia and Germany against the west-
tern European powers.

M. Iswolsky, who is always more'
lenient in his judgment of the Czar,
contends that the treaty was dependent
for its validity upon the eonsent of
France, and that Nicholas, in eonclud-
ing it. was guilty of bad diplomacy, but
not of treachery. Eventually the oh-
noxious compact was scrapped, Iargcly
as a result of the unremitting efforts
of Count Lamsdorf, the Russian Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs, who was hor-
rified to learn of the engagement which
his sovereign had entered into behind
his back. The Bjorkoe treaty, an in-
trigue designed to separate Russia
from France, is doubtless the basia
for the cx-Kaiser's ridiculouB claim
that he originated the idea of a league
of nations.
M. Iswolsky discusses the 1906 revo¬

lution, analyzing the political compli-
cations which followed the convocation
of the First Duma in considerable de-
tail. He was. hc tells us, considered
a dangerous liberal in court circles,
but as he expresses unbounded admira-
tion for M. Stolypin his loyalty to the
monarchy seems unquestioned.

M. Iswolsky does not possess Count
Witte's exhaustive knowledge of the
workings of the Russian administrative:
machinery, but he contributes some
valuable infoHhation about the factors
which shaped Russia's foreign policy
and led to the creation of the Triple
Entente.

»

Turkish History
L'XPKR THE TURK IN CONSTANTI¬
NOPLE. By Q. F, Abbntt. I'ublished,by The Macmlllan Company.
A FRAGMENT of Turkish history

is% outlined in this work, which
covers the period from 1674 to 1681.
It is based largely upon the reports of
the British Ambassador and of several
other Englishmen who were visiting
the Ottoman Empire at that. time. It
throws much light upon the peculiar'
habits of the Turks and the barbaric;
splendor of the Sultanate. A fairly
brisk trade was carried on by English
merchants at that time, and much of
the diplomatic intercourse between the
British envoy and the Porte consisted
of disputes about various commercial
relations.

'THE Memoirs of Count Witte, one of Russia's foremost
statesmen, have been published by Douhledav, Page

& Co.

Impressions of Soviet Russia
Ransome and Brailsford State the Case for Trade

With the Bolshevik Government
THE CRISIS IN RUSSIA Py Arthur Rm-

some. Published by B. VV HuPb^h.
THE RUSSIAN WORKERS' REPUBLJC
By Henry Noel Brallsford. Published by
Harjie-r * Brothers

ARTHUR RANSfiME'S new

book on Russia possesses
special interest because of
the author's recent lnter¬

view with Lenine, in which the Bol-
shevik Premier gave assurances that
Russia's future ^nergies would be de-
voted to peaceful reconstruction. Ran-
aome is a British journalist who has
always been favorably disposed toward
the Bolsheviki; but his present book
does not give a very cheerful picture
of the .Soviet regime. He is less sweep-
ing in his denunciations than those
disillusioned radicals, Mr. Bertrand
Russell and Mrs. Philip Snowden; but;
he admits that Russia is now an eco-
nomic ruin, governed despotically by
a small fraction of the population,
enrolled in the Communist party. Of'
democracy, in the American sense of;
the word, there is not a trace. The
original Soviet constitution has been
suspended, and elections are always
manipulated in such a way as to give
the Communists a safe majority in a!)
the legislative bodies.

Believes vSoviet Regime Will Last
It may be wondered what arguments

can be adduced in favor of dealing
with a government which has ap¬
parently given such striking proofs of
moral and material failure. Ransome
contenda, first of all. that the Bolshe¬
viki have shown their vitality by de-
feating their various internal' op-
ponents, Kolchak, Denikin, Yudenditch,and Wrangel, and by repulsing the at¬
tack which was launched by the Poles
last spring. He does not think it likelythat the Soviet government will be
overthrown, and, if it should be over-
thrown he believes that the chaos and
misery in Russia would only be in-!
tensined.
He also addresses an appeal to the

commercial self-interest of his own
countrymen. Russia. he says. can reaily;
get along without England better than
England can get along without Russia.
*The Russian can somehow seratch a
meager living out of the soil, but Eng-iand's prosperity is absolutely bound
up with her foreign trade. Mr. Ran¬
some put his argument forcibly in the
form of a paradox at the end of the
book:

"If we are to lose our market in Rus¬
sia, and tind very much weakened mar-
kets in Germany and France, we shall.
be faced with an ever-.ncreasing bur-
den of unemployment, with the growth.
in fact, of the very conditions in which
alone we shall ourselves be unable to
recover from the war. In such condi-
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Itlona, upheava! in England would be
possible, and. for the dispassionate ob-
serv-er, there is n strange irony in the
fact that the Communists desire that
upheaval, and, at the same time, desire
a rebirth of the Russian market which
would tend to make that upheaval un-

ltkely, while those who most fear up-
fcenval are precisely those who urge us,
by making reeovery in Russia impossi¬
ble, to improve the chances of collapse
at home."

A Study of Russian Industry
The author evidently has become!

something of an economist since the;
publication of his first book, which was
chiefly a series of personal sketches.
He contributes a detailed analysis of
the factors making for the disintegra-
tion of Russian industry. In the first
place, there is the long bioekade, im-
posed by the war, which cut Russia off
from the German and Polish markets,
and by the subsequent Soviet regime.
As a result, the poorly deveiopod Rus-
sian industries, always dependent upon
foreign imports for essential machin-
ery, languished and decayed. Then a

large proportion of the city workmen
were mobilized by the Bolsheviki, and
many of them were killed in the civil
war. Finally, the seizure and division
of the large estates lured many indufl-
trial workers back to the country. The
Soviet authorities have more or less
successfully tried to combat this drift |

away from the elties by enacting strin-'
gent lawg providing for fompulsory
labor and by trying to comb the skilled
workmen otit of tha villages.

Lenine'» Ylcws
Lenine himself, according to Mr,

Kansome, is not overconfident of the
suceess of his experiment. The> Soviet
Preinatar ln the course of an lnterview
iidmiWd that the peasants aesirtsd fice
trade, and that the soeialiiation cf
agriculture in Russia is a distant.
prospect.

"Finally," says the author, "I aske-i
him point blank: 1>o you think you
will pull through far enough econom-
ically to be able to aatisfy the needs
of the peasantry before that same

peasantry had organized a real political
opposition that will overwhelm
you?* Lenine laughed- 'If I could
answer that question,' he said, 'I could
-nswer everything, for on the answer
to that question everything depends.
I think we can. Yes, I think we can.
But I do not know that we can.'"
Mr. Brailsford, who spent two

months in Russia during the fall of
1920, is somewhat more optimistic
than Mr. Ransome in his description
of the food situation and of economic
conditions in general. He passed much
of hia time outside of Moscow and
Petrograd in country districts, where
the food supply was probably more

abundant than in the large cities.
Even the cities, however, in his judg¬
ment, are not worse off than the cities
of central Europe which he visited
lf'ter the armistice. Petrograd has
shrunk greatly in population, but the
remaining inhabitants impressed Mr.
Brailsford as generally more healthy
and robust than the inhabitants of
Vienna.
The author praises the work of the

Soviet government in combating dis-
ease and illiteracy, in stimulating cul-
ture among the masses and in caring for

| children. This last feature of the
Soviet regime contrasts curiously with
the harshness which the Bolsheviki
have generally displayed in repressing
political opposition.

Modern Problems
PROBLEMS OF TO-DA.Y. By Moorfie'.d

Storey. Published by Houghton MiftUn
("ompany.

TV/TR. STOREY'S observations on con-

temporary American problems are

consciously projected against a back-

ground of universal and national un-

rest. He discusses with vigor and

clarity many disturbing tendencies of
the present time: lawlessness, race

prejudice, imperialism, the grasping
instincts of labor leaders. He believes
that Mr. Gompers came perilously close
to the verge of treason when he de¬
clared that he would not obey a na¬

tional anti-strike law.
The author is convinced that Amer¬

ica made a disastrous mistake in re-

fusing to enter the League of Nations
in 191P. He emphasizes the necessity
of world peace, if the future is to be
made safe for civilization, and severe-

ly denounces what he calls the jingoes
who would embroil us in hostilities
with Mexico. He feels that race preju-
dice is a poiaon in our national life,
and praises the negro for his loyalty
during the war.

The dangers of racial disunion and
divided atlegiance ave set forth. Mr.
Storey uses the instance of Mr. De
Valera's triumphal reeeption in many
American cities to point the moral of
his case. He. reprobates the individuals
who criticise England and attempt to
stir up ill feeling between the British
Empire and the United States.
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'Abraham Lincoln.' This. to our notion, sets it defi-
nitely among the finest of modern historical plays,
second, we should say, to Shaw's 'Ca?sar and Cleo-
patra,' but to nothing else. It is more eloquent
than 'Lincoln'; and touched definitely with a rhythm
of hurnor which humanizes it. 'Mary Stuart' is a

play with a pulse.

By John Drinkwater
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Life Among the London Radicals
Descriptions of Many Famous Figures in

Eduard Bernstein's Book
MT 7EAR? OF EXILE By Bdaar* B-rn- »

st«ln. Tranalatwd br B»rn»rd Utait
>':;h!:»hed by Harcorsrt. Bra.cs & How*

5~^ MUARD- BERNSTEIN, the well
¦^ known founder of the moder-
.A tte or reformist school of Ger-

man socialism, was driver. into
exile by the harsh anti-Socialist iegS-
lation enacted by Prince Bismarck. For
n time he helped edit the paper Sozi-
aidemokrat in Zurich; but, with the
other members of the staff, he was

ftfially expelled from Switz?.rland as s
ressalc of the representations of the
German imperial government. He then
went to England, where he Lved for
many years, becoming acquainted with
many prominent figures in London
radical and inteilectual circles. such
as Marx and Engels, the two founders
of classical socialism; George Bernard
Shaw, William Morris, S'.dney and
Beatrice Webb, Ramsay MacDona'd
and others.

Bernstein's description of his years
in London is by far the most inter¬
esting part of his memoir3, althougli
his accounts of the various secret con-

gresses, successfuliy held outside the
German frontiers by the Social Derno-
crats despite the espionage of the
Kaiser's police, are full of humor and
spirit. He was sufficiently cosmopoli-
tan in his tastes to appreciate. the ad-
vantages of English life; and he left
London to return to Germany, he tells
us, with genuine regret. It is another
proof of Bernstein's internationalism
that, of all the German moderate So-
ci lists, ne has been most frank an i
outspoken in admitting Germany's re-

sponsibility for the outbreak of the
war.

The author represents Engels as a

warmhearted, hospitable man, who com-

bined notable personal charm with pro-
found scholarship. His house was us-

ually full of guests, who were always
distinguished either by their inteliec-
tual gifts or by their work for the
Socialist cause.
Bernstein contradicts the popular

impression that Bernard Shaw is a

cynical jester who i? interested in
life only for the sake of uttering para-
doxes and wittv savings. Hp men-
tions Shaw's cbnstant labor for the
Fabian Society and declares that the
dramatist is a hard worker, sincereiy
devoted to the Socialist cause.
The author suggests the human pro-

totypes of two of Shaw's characters
The morally atrophied painter, Dube-
dat, in The Doctor's Dilemma, is, ac-

cording to Bernatein. a fair^y exact
representation of Edward Aveiing. who
won the love of Karl Marx's daughter,
Eleanor. Eleanor's devotion. like that
of Dubedat'* wife, never faitered. F--
nally she waa driven to eommit suicide
when she learned that Aveling had con-

tracted a marriage behind her back and
wss prfpartng to east her ofT. Bern-
stein also beiieves that the character of
Morelli in Candida was modeied upon
that of a radicai ciergyman named Wil¬
liam Morri3.
The author notices one marked char-

act^nstic of the British laior and rad¬
ical movement. Its leaders are often
eara»st Christians, generally members
cf some Ncnconformist sect. In thia
respec* they are very different from the
majority of the Continental mdicals,
who are a'heists and materialista.
There are many dekghtful personal

touches in the book. The author de-
BCiibes the cordial comradeship which
existed between Sidr.ey nnd Beatrice
Webb, sn< between Ramsay nnd Mar¬
garet Macdonald. He does not agree
vith the opinion that Mrs. Webb is
really rb>r t'-.an her husband.

'¦Pecpls who from their youth up-
-ward have cnjoyed a superior educa-
tion, as was the case with Beatrice Pot-
ter, exhibit, as a rule, in intellectual
matters a manner which makes them
appear superior to those who ha-.-» >b-
tained this knowledge only in later
years, although their knowledge need
not on this account be more profound
or abuntisnt than that of the latter.
Something of this situation may per¬
haps have. existed during the rar'.y
years of the Webb-Potter collaboration.
The tail, dark-eyed, highly gifted Bea-
trice, with her fmely chiseled features
and her arreating cor.versational p-w-
ers, certainiy made a greater .mpres-
sion than Sidney Webb, who was barely
of medium height, and in his e.irlier
years rather dry in manner, and who
took a long time to shake off the ex-
bureaucrat. But that is a long time
ago. For a ion» time now the :ntel-
iectual relations of husband and wife
have been those of mutual collabora-
tion and completion, and if It came to
an examination in general knewiedge
Sidney Webb would, I am convinced,

'beat his wife in various directione. He
is absolutely a walking encyclopedia, a
fact which is particularly to be re-
marked when he has to answer q- ea-

tions or is heckled in debate."
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